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HALLS CREEK - AVAILABILITY OF ALCOHOL  

91. Mrs C.A. MARTIN to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
Will the minister explain what the government is doing in response to alcohol issues in Halls Creek? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Kimberley for the question and her obvious close interest in issues to do with Aboriginal 
communities and with Halls Creek.  I also acknowledge the member for Central Kimberley-Pilbara, who 
regularly exhibits the same great interest in those issues.  In light of recent public interest in the issue, I had a 
discussion with the director general of the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor.  Accordingly, the director 
general has had a discussion with the Director of Liquor Licensing.  Accordingly, a section 64 inquiry will be 
conducted to examine the whole range of issues relating to alcohol provision in the community of Halls Creek.  
It will seek written submissions from people with an interest, such as community groups, people in the 
community and the broader community, as to what people think should happen.  It will go to that community, sit 
down with people in that community and hear what they have to say about the issue.  I am especially keen for the 
inquiry to listen to the women of that community.  There are already many restrictions on the provision of 
alcohol in Halls Creek, but it is obvious that we need to have another look at the issue.  Through this process, as 
set out by the relevant legislation, we will take a very hard look at the provision of alcohol in that community.  In 
addition, under our liquor licensing package, we have a range of additional measures to deal with harm 
minimisation, criminal behaviour and Aboriginal communities to try to address this broader issue.  I will very 
quickly go over some of the measures.  They include compulsory training for people who work in any licensed 
premises.  Compulsory training will be introduced for the first time ever.  There will be specific offences for the 
provision of alcohol to juveniles, and for juveniles possessing alcohol.  We will make accords more easily 
enforceable, and applicable even to those people who do not want them.  We will double the penalties for sly 
grogging.  We will make those rules that are put in place by Aboriginal communities enforceable by regulation.  
We will make it easier for police to ban the sale of alcohol in specific communities when they seek that power, 
and we will make it very easy for that intervention to take place immediately.  We will also be removing 
criminal elements from the liquor industry.  It is a very broad package that will deal with all these issues. 
 


